
2025 Oklahoma Autism Conference Agenda
Thursday, October 2nd

8:00 –8:30 AM Registration

8:30-8:50 AM Openings Remarks – Ballroom 1 & 2

8:50-9:00 AM Travel to breakout session

9:00 -10:00 AM Breakout Sessions

Ballroom 1-My Credentials Weren’t Enough: Why My Son’s 
Story Changed the Way I Show Up for Others

Teresa Collins, M.S. CCC-SLP, ASDCS, ACAS, OSDH Clinical 
Practice Consultant

Ballroom 2-Using Assistive Technology to Enhance 
Access

Joshua Hawkins, PhD, Assistant Director of ABLE Tech and 
Student Accessibility Programs 

Ballroom 3C-Early Intervention and Autism: Where do we 
begin?

Crystal Hardway, M.S. CCC-SLP, Oklahoma SoonerStart 
Speech-Language Pathology Technical Supervisor and 
Discipline Support Specialist

Ballroom 3A & 3B-Beyond 18: Understanding Rights, 
Benefits, and Financial Options for Adulthood

Miranda Hooper, Community Education Coordinator & Data 
Coordinator, Center for Learning and Leadership, UCEDD
Oklahoma LEND; RoseAnn Duplan, Policy and 
Communications Specialist

Meeting Room 3C, Belonging Starts Here: Advocacy and 
Affirmation in the Autism Evaluation Journey

Eileen Parker, PhD, Licensed Psychologist; Leigh Skomolo, 
MA, CCC-SLP

Meeting room 2-Gaming and Sex Education: Pedagogical 
Benefits and New Developments

Jessica Jaye Capretto, PhD, Assistant Professor;                    
Jenny Sperling, PhD, Assistant Professor;                          
Gale Hann, MPH, CPH, PhD Student

10:00-10:15 AM  Break & Exhibitor Tables



10:15-11:15 AM Breakout Sessions

Ballroom 1-Voices for Change: Supporting Autistic 
Oklahomans Across the Lifespan by Building a Statewide 
Advocacy Alliance (Panel Discussion with Emily Scott, Sen. 
Julia Kirt, Gale Hann, Dr. Daiquirie Crumrine, and David Ward)

Michele DeBerry, EdD, MS CCC-SLP, Director, The Oklahoma 
Autism Network                                                                  
RoseAnn Duplan, Policy and Communications Specialist

Ballroom 2- Autism Support Programs: Integrating 
Research Into Practice

Angela Barbour, PhD, CAS, Director, SPARK360              
Bailey Coker, MSW

Ballroom 3C-Promoting Sense of Belonging in School-
Based Occupational Therapy Practice

Jenna Albarran, DSc, MOTR/L

Ballroom 3A & 3B-The Path to Belonging: Simple 
Strategies 

Denise Griffin, B.S., M.Ed., 

Meeting Room 3C-Creating Inclusive Space for Autistic 
Diversity and Authenticity

Ashley Thomas, Autism Self Advocate & Educator

Meeting room 2, Empowering Belonging Through 
Communication: Tools for Families and Schools from the 
Special Education Resolution Center (SERC)

Allison Fennel-Conch, EdD, Assistant Director SERC         
Alisa Holuby, M.Ed., Program Manager SERC

11:25-12:25 AM Breakout Sessions

Ballroom 1 (Panel discussion continued) Voices for Change: 
Supporting Autistic Oklahomans Across the Lifespan by 
Building a Statewide Advocacy Alliance (Panel Discussion 
cont.)

Michele DeBerry, EdD, MS CCC-SLP, Director, The Oklahoma 
Autism Network;    RoseAnn Duplan, Policy and 
Communications Specialist

Ballroom 2-Full and Meaningful Participation: 
TheCaregiver's Belonging on the IEP Team

Erin Shepherd, M.Ed.

Ballroom 3C- A Survey for Parents of Children with 
Autism: What We Wish Family Physicians Knew

Mackenzie Amick, OUHSC CSD Student                             
Carole E Johnson, PhD, AuD            

Ballroom 3A & 3B- More Than a Brother or Sister: The 
Unique Role of Siblings in Disability

Samantha Basave, Sooner SUCCESS Sibling Support 
Coordinator; Malayna S. Hasmanis, MPA, M.Ed., Doctoral 
Candidate, and Unity Forward Founder; Megan Cline, MS. Ed 
School Counseling; Ava Cline, Preteen Miss Nation of State 
Ambassador; Gwen Batchelor, Co-Founder of Beyond the 
Spectrum and owner of We Rock the Spectrum Oklahoma City 
and Scissortail Therapy Services; Molly Ziriax, Director, 
Developmental Disability Services at CREOKS; Teairra 
Jackson, TEFRA Family Support Coordinator 

Meeting Room 3C-Suspected Child Apraxia of Speech in 
the Autistic Preschool Population

Beth Lane, MA CCC-SLP, Assistant Professor, OUHS

Meeting Room 2 - The Power of Belonging; Being College-
Bound 

Emma “Gerri” Mullendore, Parent & Macasey Patterson

12:25 - 1:45 PM  Lunch on your own



1:45-2:45 PM Breakout Sessions

Ballroom 1- The Belonging Project: Strategies to Support 
Children with Developmental Differences in Early 
Childhood 

Kathryn Moore, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Psychologist 
Juliana Vanderburg, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Psychologist

Ballroom 2- Belonging Through Connection

Jacob Howell, Self-advocate                                                 
Danielle Howell M.Ed. Counselor                                        
Duane Howell, Training Specialist

Ballroom 3C- The Power of Belonging: How Inclusion and 
Unified Sports Empower Individuals with Autism

Toni Howard, M.Ed., Special Education Teacher

Ballroom 3A & 3B- The Hidden Struggle: Masking, Mental 
Health, and Autism in Adult Females

Daiquirie Crumrine, PhD, CCC-SLP

Meeting Room 3C-The Circle of Change-OT's role in the 
Caregiver and Child Dyad

Jerilyn Callen, PP-OTD, MSOT, NIPMHF, OTR/L

Meeting room 2- Navigating Employment: Trends, 
Accommodations & Building Partnerships

Kyle Britt, MAHR, CAS - Program Officer                                
Kathy Mitchell, SPHR, SHRM-SCP, CAS - Project Manager 

2:45 - 3:00 PM Break & Exhibitor Tables

3:00-4:00 PM Breakout Sessions

Ballroom 1- Pathways to Belonging: Navigating Barriers 
and Embracing Inclusion with Post-Secondary Programs

Julie Lackey, Director OKIPSE Alliance

Tarrah Kinney, M.Ed. Associate Director, Neil-Wint Center for 
Neurodiversity, USAO

Ballroom 2- Ready! Steady! Emergency Preparedness For 
All

Megan Roberts, PT, MS, DSc, Oklahoma LEND Program 
Director; Ami Bax, MS, MD, Chief, Section of Developmental 
and Behavioral Pediatrics; Wanda Felty, Assistant Director and 
Community Leadership & Advocacy Coordinator; Miranda 
Hooper, Center for Learning and Leadership; Ryan McKee, 
MD, Associate Professor, Department of Pediatrics; Julia 
Smith, Program and Hub Site Manager, PPN, OU Children’s 
Health; Gale Hann, MPH, CPH, PhD Student

Ballroom 3C- Autism in the General Education Classroom: 
Empowering Students with Autism Through Consistent 
Support

Roderick Kohl M.Ed., Special Education Teacher                    
Dana Roehm M.Ed., Special Education Teacher

Ballroom 3A & 3B- Language-rich environments for the 
autistic preschool population: Strategies for inclusive 
communication

Daiquirie Crumrine, PhD, CCC-SLP                                     
Beth Lane, MA, CCC-SLP

Meeting Room 3C- Improving Transition Services in Rural 
Areas

Kodey Toney, M.Ed. Director                                                
Terry Yarbery, M.Ed. Specialist

 

Join us in the Ballroom from 4:15pm-5:00pm for a special screening of “Surviving the 
Spectrum,” an Autism Foundation of Oklahoma production, winning the Best Overall 

Film & Best Short Documentary at the Fort Smith International Film Festival. This 
documentary is an exploration of the intersection of autism and suicidality in the lives of 

autistic Oklahomans. There will be a brief Q&A time following the screening.



2025 Oklahoma Autism Conference Agenda
Friday, October 3rd

8:00 - 8:30 AM Registration

8:30 - 8:45 AM Welcome – Ballroom 1 & 2

8:45 - 10:00 AM
Practical Strategies to Reduce Anxiety and Challenging 

Behavior in Students

 Jessica Minahan, PhD, BCBA, LABA

10:00 - 10:15 AM Break & Exhibitor Tables

10:15 -11:30 AM Practical Strategies to Reduce Anxiety and Challenging 
Behavior in Students - Part 2

 
 Jessica Minahan, PhD, BCBA, LABA

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM Lunch on your own

1:00 - 2:00 PM Practical Strategies to Reduce Anxiety and Challenging 
Behavior in Students - Part 3

 
 Jessica Minahan, PhD, BCBA, LABA

2:00 - 2:15 PM Break & Exhibitor Tables

2:15 - 3:15 PM

 

 

Practical Strategies to Reduce Anxiety and Challenging 
Behavior in Students - Part 4

 
 Jessica Minahan, PhD, BCBA, LABA


