
OKLAHOMA INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY SUPPORT PRINCIPLES 
 
 

…are guiding truths that shape the way individuals, families and service providers interact 
…establish common ground upon which individuals, families, advocates and service providers operate 

…form the basis for program policy and practice. 
 
 

WHEN WE ENGAGE WITH INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES WE WILL… 
 
 
HONOR THEIR EXPERTISE and right to make choices that they know to be in their 
own best interest 
 
RESPECT AND ACCEPT THEIR VALUES that are based in personal preferences, 
cultural beliefs and life-ways 
 
SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL AND FAMILY RELATIONSHIPS that are safe, stable and 
long lasting 
 
FOCUS ON THE ENTIRE FAMILY as it is defined by the family 
 
PROMOTE FLEXIBLE SERVICE AND FUNDING supporting individual and family 
control over who, what, when, where and how supports are provided 
 
AFFIRM LIFESPAN PLANNING AND SELF-DETERMINATION that encourages 
decision-making and planning for independence beginning within the family when 
children are young, following the individual throughout their life and including aging 
issues 
 
ASSURE PARTNERSHIPS WHICH ACTIVELY INCLUDE INDIVIDUALS AND 
FAMILIES in planning, development, implementation and evaluation of policies, 
practices and personal programs 
 
PRACTICE OPEN COMMUNICATION promoting a clear understanding of all 
aspects of systems policy, procedure, practice and all other information regarding them 
 
RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF THE COMMUNITY, where individuals and 
their families belong and realize their full potential 
 
 
All people need enduring, stable family and community relationships. All families need support at times in 
their lives to maintain these lasting relationships.  Individual and family support must assist across the 
lifespan, supporting the child within the family and the individual reaching independence. This assistance 
builds on natural sources of support including extended families, friends, neighbors and community 
associations.  The way support is provided is a reflection of what we believe about individuals and families, a 
way of thinking about individuals and families and a way of engaging with individuals and families. 
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Oklahoma Individual and Family Support Principles 
Developed by Members of the Oklahoma Family Support Council 

Endorsed By These Organizations 
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For additional information contact: 
 

Vyonda Martin 
Center for Learning and Leadership / UCEDD 

University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center – College of Medicine 
PO Box 26901, ROB 342, Oklahoma City, OK  73190 

405-271-4500 x41005 

CCCEEENNNTTTEEERRR   FFFOOORRR   LLLEEEAAARRRNNNIIINNNGGG   AAANN
      
NDDD LLLEEEAAADDDEEERRRSSSHHHIIIPPP   ///   UUUCCCEEEDDDDDD      

DDDOOOWWWNNN   SSSYYYNNNDDDRRROOOMMMEEE   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   OOO

   

   
FFF CCCEEENNNTTTRRRAAALLL   OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   (((DDDSSSAAACCCOOO)))   

   
FFFAAAMMMIIILLLYYY   PPPEEERRRSSSPPPEEECCCTTTIIIVVVEEESSS   CCCOOOMMMMMMIIITTTTTTEEEEEE   OOOFFF   TTTHHHEEE   OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   CCCOOOMMMMMMIIISSSSSSIIIOOONNN   OOONNN   CCCHHHIIILLLDDDRRREEENNN   AAANNNDDD   YYYOOOUUUTTTHHH   

   
MMMOOOMMM’’’SSS   GGGRRROOOUUUPPP   

TTTUUULLLSSSAAA   AAADDDVVVOOOCCCAAATTTEEESSS   FFFOOORRR   TTTHHHEEE   RRRIIIGGGHHHTTTSSS   O

   

OOFFF   CCCIIITTTIIIZZZEEENNNSSS   WWWIIITTTHHH   DDDEEEVVVEEELLLOOOPPPMMMEEENNNTTTAAALLL   DDDIIISSSAAABBBIIILLLIIITTTIIIEEESSS   
   

NNNOOORRRMMMAAANNN   SSSOOOCCCIIIAAALLL   SSSEEERRRVVVIIICCCEEESSS   CCCOOOOOORRRDDDIIINNNAAATTTIIIOOONNN   CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL   
   

OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   AAADDDOOOPPPTTTIIIOOONNN   CCCOOOAAALLLIIITTTIIIOOONNN   
   

OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   CCCHHHAAAPPPTTTEEERRR   ---   NNNAAATTTIIIOOONNNAAALLL   AAASSSSSSOOOCCCIIIAAATTTIIIOOONNN   OOOFFF   SSSOOOCCCIIIAAALLL   WWWOOORRRKKKEEERRRSSS   
   

OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   DDDEEEVVVEEELLLOOOPPPMMMEEENNNTTTAAALLL   DDDIIISSSAAABBBIIILLLIIITTTIIIEEESSS   CCCOOOUUUNNNCCCIIILLL   

OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   FFFAAAM
   
MMIIILLLYYY   NNNEEETTTWWWOOORRRKKK      

OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   FFFAAAMMMIIILLLYYY   RRR
   
EEESSSOOOUUURRRCCCEEE   CCCOOOAAALLLIIITTTIIIOOONNN   

 
OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   RRREEESSSPPPIIITTTEEE   RRREEESSSOOOUUURRRCCCEEE   NNNEEETTTWWWOOORRRKKK   

 
OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   OOOLLLMMMSSSTTTEEEAAADDD   SSSTTTRRRAAATTTEEEGGGIIICCC   PPPLLLAAANNNNNNIIINNNGGG   CCCOOOMMMMMMIIITTTTTTEEEEEE   

 
UUUNNNIIITTTEEEDDD   CCCEEERRREEEBBBRRRAAALLL   PPPAAALLLSSSYYY   OOOFFF   OOOKKKLLLAAAHHHOOOMMMAAA   

 
WWWOOOOOODDDWWWAAARRRDDD   CCCHHHAAAPPPTTTEEE –   PPPEEEOOOPPPLLLEEE   FFFIIIRRRSSSTTT   RRR   ––
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